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Remote Learning

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or carers about what to expect from
remote education if local restrictions require entire bubbles to remain at home.
For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the final section of this document.
Our school will make all reasonable endeavours to provide high quality education to all pupils when they are working
remotely. At times, factors such as staff absence through illness may mean that this is not always possible. Parents are
welcome to suggest ways in which we can further improve our offer. Please contact the Head teacher.
Staff work collaboratively to develop their practice, we also talk regularly to our pupils, so we better understand their
priorities and preferences.
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The Remote Curriculum

A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard approach, while
we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching.
•
•
•
•

Parents will be able to access activities via Microsoft TEAMs.
When we know that a closure is planned for the next working day, we will endeavour to have activities
prepared for the pupils.
A time table will be issued, to help parents plan.
Notification of online content will follow, and this will typically start on day 2 of a closure.

We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible and appropriate. However, we
have needed to make some adaptations in some subjects. For example, in science we will make more use of
video content, as pupils will not have the same access to practical materials, as they would at
school. Similarly, in art the children will use a restricted range of media.
PE activities are provided for the usual 2 hours of provision. However, tasks are set with safety as a
prime consideration. The home environment and any restrictions that may be in place about location
for exercising outdoors.

Daily Study Time

We are offering a full day’s timetable including assemblies. We expect that remote education (including remote
teaching and independent work) will take pupils broadly the following number of hours each day:

Foundation Stage 1 Pupils
Foundation Stage 2 Pupils
Key Stage 1 Pupils
Key Stage 2 Pupils

1 hour
3 hours
3 hours
4 hours

Accessing remote education
Remote learning is made available through the app Microsoft TEAMS. We have chosen this application because
it best meets the needs of our school and in conjunction with our network provider. Children use TEAMS within
school and are familiar with functions. Full guidance and joining instructions for Microsoft Teams and school
guidance sent directly to parents.
The application TEAMS has a number of functions to it. As a school, we have chosen to disable the following
functions for children including:
•
•
•

screen share,
creating calendar events,
initiating calls and

This is to contribute to the safeguarding of both children and teachers and to limit or prevent information,
images and inappropriate content being used or shared through the application on these functions.
It is our expectation that as users of the application both children and staff should report any additional
problems directly to the Headteacher or a Designated Safeguarding Lead around the functionality of this
application.

Communicating work
Children will capture work within a paper journal using resources and equipment provided from school. They
can interact with staff by editing on screen, voice recording and sharing photos/ scans of their work. This will
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enable pupils to benefit from a wider learning resource and support parents with their child’s learning. The
school will ensure their duty of care and obligations in relation to child protection and statutory guidance
continue as they would do if the lesson was taking place within the school setting.

Live Streaming
Live Streaming would always be carried out within the year group Team or Nurture and any other access will
not be authorised.

Filtering and Monitoring
As part of our ongoing commitment to the safeguarding of both of our children and staff, the use of the
application will be heavily monitored by leaders to ensure that any inappropriate use or problems are reported
and rectified as soon as possible.
Parents are asked to ensure that they report any identified issues immediately.
Whether you are using your own equipment or the school’s equipment we will still seek parental agreement to
follow and adhere to our school’s ‘acceptable use’ Policy which highlight’s clear expectations of the use of
equipment. The functionality of the application TEAMs will be disabled or enabled by the
school/controller/administrator at the source irrespective of using the school’s equipment or your own
laptop/computer.

Support with Digital Devices

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home, and can help by loaning out school
equipment.
We take the following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education:
• Parents and Carers are asked to inform school of their needs, by responding to a survey
provided by an emailed link. Paper copies are used when appropriate.
• Devices and or internet connection SIM cards have been allocated to vulnerable pupils;
identification of pupils comes via staff monitoring or self-identification by families.
• Other pupils have been identified by contacting parents and providing loan devices where need
is identified by parents and carers and/or levels of engagement.
• A register of pupils requesting devices is kept in school. Devices are loaned with loan
agreements from the school office.
• All printed materials can be accessed from school on parental request. These materials are
available to be collected by appointment from the school office.
Covid safe collection ( be it of paper copies or devices) is always facilitated with care and discretion.
If pupils cannot submit work online they can, by arrangement can submit work at school with the school office
and teachers will endeavour to respond.
Children who are not engaged with remote learning are called (using the contact numbers families have shared
with us) and then contacted by letter if no response, to offer further support should it be required
If parents or carers need more information they can contact the school office .

Teaching Remotely

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely.
We have decided to use a blended approach to delivery: we judge that maintaining relationships between staff
and pupils is essential. Staff are pre recording lessons that demonstrate activities and model how they should
be completed. This means that real time live dialogue can run alongside, providing opportunities to
celebrate success and engagement, and to ensure parity between children working in, and out, of school.
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Resources are shared at the start of the day, that pupils can then access flexibly. We recognise that parents will
have different levels of access to stable internet connections, and therefore do not rely on streaming live
content. Recorded teaching episodes, from our staff or other sources, such as Oak Academy are integrated
alongside presentations and ‘worksheets’.
Reading books are provided, alongside digital reading resources.
The school already uses ‘Times Tables Rockstars’ and this continues during periods of remote learning. This is
effective because the staff and pupils are familiar with the methodology and content.
Consideration is made to different year group needs, for example in Foundation Stage & Lower Key Stage
1, phonics lessons are taught through smaller group sessions, as well as classes on TEAMs.

Engagement and feedback
We share a timetable for remote learning at the start of any period of closure. We expect families to engage as
much as practicable with this timetable, but we recognise that 100% compliance may not be
realistic. Some activities may require parental support. When this is the case, we will try to model the activity
clearly.
Staff monitor daily engagement with remote teaching, a weekly summary is shared with the Senior Leadership
Team. Engagement is monitored each day by year groups and discussed with SLT & DST weekly. A register of
this engagement is kept and an alert system is triggered where levels of engagement are assessed as being a
concern. From these discussions, children are identified for contact, using their contact number provided to
school. Where there is a failure to respond to these calls, or if additional needs or further concerns are
identified, parents and carers are contacted by letter. Visits to pupil’s homes may be arranged, subject to
government restrictions and risk assessment. Pupils who have not engaged with remote learning, may also be
invited into school subject to government restrictions and risk sssessment.

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for individual children.
For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via digital platforms are also valid and
effective methods, amongst many others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work is as follows:
•

Class feedback in TEAMs

•

Individual feedback in TEAMs. This may be a comment on effort shown and any points for further
improvement.

•

Calls to parents by phone to discuss any questions or concerns happen as a matter of course.

Additional support for pupils with particular needs
We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND),
may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at home. We acknowledge the
difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the
following ways.
Some children are prioritised for support in school and where this can happen, children can be given a limited
offer of provision that can take place more effectively in school. When children with SEND needs are working
at home, teaching staff will identify differentiated activities that may be physical resources provided to support
learning. An additional call home may also be made to address identified and additional needs.

Remote education for self-isolating pupils
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Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in school, remote
education is provided but this does differ from the approach used for whole groups. This is due to the
challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school.
Children will be provided with a remote learning pack and device if needed and will access an English activity, a
Maths activity & a Big Idea activity over the course of the day through TEAMs. Staff will also respond to work
submitted but we would expect parents to recognise the constraints that exist on the timeliness of the
response.
If children are unwell, sensitivity will be evident in how we maintain contact with them.

APPENDICES
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REMOTE LEARNING FOR YOUR CHILD

BUBBLE CLOSURE

In the event of a child needing to self isolate at home or a whole bubble
temporarily closing, remote learning will continue from day 1 via Microsoft TEAMS.
We have put together the following information to help you understand how home
learning will work. Please find included:
How to access Microsoft TEAMs;
How teaching and learning will be offered to your child.
If you have any questions please contact Miss Krywiczanin
l.krywiczanin@skeltonprimaryschool.co.uk.
9

We will be uploading daily work onto the Microsoft Teams platform.
Please do not log into Microsoft Teams with your own email address. If your child’s bubble does
close, the login details will be provided in your child’s Remote Learning Book

HOW TO LOG IN

Download App to your
device –
You can do this now.
In the event of a
bubble closure, click
‘Sign in’

Sign in with the
email address in
your Remote
Learning Book.
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Enter the password in
your Remote Learning
Book.

HOW DO I ACCESS REMOTE LEARNING?

Click on
Teams

Choose the day you
are on

WHAT WILL REMOTE LEARNING LOOK
LIKE?
Each evening a brief timetable will be put on for the following day – here is an
example of what it may look like.

HOW TO REPLY TO THE
TEACHER

Click on your group
to reply to the
teacher
directly.

Click
search
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Click on teacher
to start a chat
thread and share

• Teachers will upload an instructional video about the
activity and any resources in line with the timetable. This
means that your children are still getting teacher
instruction as to how to access activities.
• If your child needs any support with their learning, they can
message the teacher with any question they may have so
the teacher can support them with moving their learning
forwards.
• As your child completes their work, they must send it back
to the teacher via the private chat function for feedback.
• If you have any concerns about how Teams is being used.
Please contact the class teacher.
• Please make contact with your teacher in some way before
11am each morning so they can record your child on the
register. We will be following normal attendance
procedures for children who have not been in touch.
• We are fully aware that circumstances are different for each
household and understand you may not be able to
complete the work inline with the timetable. If this is the
case please contact you teacher so they can support you.
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